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NaNoWriMo is over! Can you believe it? Well, it doesn’t have to be totally over. 
If you like the book you wrote last month, and you want to make it even better, 
you can revise it. Revise is just a fancy word for making your novel even better by 
correcting things like spelling and punctuation. You can also add details when you 
revise, and make your plot even more exciting! 

But before you start revising your novel, you’ll need to go get 
your Inner Editor from the secret, faraway place where you hid 
him a month ago. Once you have him, paste him in the space 
below:

Inner Editor: (Brushing off the dust from his sleeves) Hrmf! 
Thank you for bringing me back! It looks like you just wrote an 
entire novel without my help. Though I am a little mad about 
being ignored for 30 days, I guess I understand that I would 
have made writing a whole book in a month really hard.

You: Thanks for understanding! I had a lot of fun without you, 
but I am ready to revise my novel (and I have a few spelling 
tests coming up), so I thought I would bring you back out to 
help me get started on rewriting my story.
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Inner Editor: (picking up your novel and beginning to read) 
Well, let me see here. Wow, this novel is really good. That is 
impossible! Did you borrow some else’s Inner Editor last month!

You: Nope. I did all on my own.

Inner Editor: I can’t believe it. You’ve written a great novel. Of 
course, there are a few things you should look out for while 
you revise, and I can help with that. Check out my Revision 
Checklist. It will help you make your “great” novel a “super, 
incredible, page-turning novel that is free of spelling and 
grammar mistakes.” Before you finish the final draft of your 
novel, make sure that all of the things below are true. 
 

Inner Editor Revision Checklist

  The beginning of my novel is exciting!

  My plot includes a beginning, a middle, and an end.

  My characters are interesting.

  I used lots of details in my novel.

  None of my dialogue is “boring.”

  My setting is described clearly.

  All the words in my novel are spelled correctly.

  I used punctuation correctly.

  I capitalized all the right words.

After you check off all of the following, and you feel good about your book, go to 
the “I Wrote a Novel! Now What?” page on the NaNoWriMo YWP site (http://ywp.
nanowrimo.org) to see if there are any contests you can send your novel to! 
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