






A beach 
What sounds do you hear?

What kinds of things are there to eat?

What do you smell?

What does the sand feel like on your skin?

How about the water? How does it feel?
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Word Bank 
for “Good”

excellent, 
superior, 
outstanding, 
fantastic, 
terrific, 
marvelous, 
exceptional, 
incredible



An old pair of socks 
What do they look like?

What do they feel like?

What do they smell like? (Ewwww!)

What do they taste like? (Double ewwww!)

Now, when you go back to your book, make sure you add as many details as you can 
by using taste, touch, smell, sight, and hearing. That way, people will know how 
gross your villain's old socks really are!  
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Character Interviews on NaNo-TV

One super-helpful way to get to know your characters even more than you already 
do is by stepping into his or her shoes. . . or hat, or sunglasses. Grab an article of 
clothing that each of your three characters might wear, and get ready, because we've 
got news for you—they've all been invited to be interviewed on NaNo-TV! 

For this TV interview, you'll need to dress like your characters dress, to think like your 
characters think, and to talk like your characters talk! Imagining, for a little while, 
that you are the characters you've created is one of the best ways to get to know 
them. Plus, after these interviews, you may discover interesting plot twists that you 
hadn't thought of yet! 

With a friend or by yourself, answer the interview questions as though you 
were your characters.

Host: Hello,                            , and welcome to the show! We're really excited to 
                
have you here today. Can you tell us a little about what is going on in your life right 
now? 
 
Main Character:
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(your main character's name)



Host: Wow! It sounds like you have a lot going on. Rumor has it, though, that 
someone is out to get you. We've heard you've been having some trouble with a 
villain. Can you tell us a little about what that villain is up to these days?

Main Character:

Host: Yes, sounds villainous indeed! Do you have any idea why this villain is so mean 
all the time?

Main Character:

97



Host: That makes sense. Do you have anyone who has been helping you out 
throughout your adventure? A supporting character, perhaps? What has he or she 
been doing lately?

Main Character:

Host: You're lucky to have that person/animal/talking toaster by your side. We've all 
been wondering, and we hope you'll tell the folks at home—would you rather be able 
to fly, or have the ability to become invisible, and why?

Main Character:
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Host: A wise choice! Before we go, why don't you tell the audience your three 
greatest wishes in the entire world?

Main Character:

Host: Wow! Those are some fantastic wishes! It's been a real pleasure to have you 
on the show. We hope you'll come back soon. Up next, we'll get the inside track on 
the supporting character, just after this short commercial break. Don't go away!

Okay, now it's time for your supporting character to be interviewed! 
Switch out your main character outfit for something your supporting 
character would wear. Does your supporting character always wear a 
crazy hat? Or a pair of sunglasses that your main character wouldn't wear 
in a million years? Put on your special supporting character item, and get 
ready to be interviewed!

SUPPORTING CHARACTER INTERVIEW

Host: Hello,                                      , and welcome to the show! We were just 
                
speaking to the main character about his or her three biggest wishes. Why don't 
you tell us about your three biggest wishes? Are they any different from the main 
character's wishes?
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(your supporting character's name)



Supporting Character:

Host: Interesting. Do you have any special skills that might help?

Supporting Character:

Host: Sounds great! Hey, it looks like we've got a call coming through. Hello, you're 
on NaNo-TV, the best TV show on the planet. What's your question?

Caller: Yes, hi. I've been dying to ask you this question since the show began. Do you, um, do 
you like cats or dogs more? And why? 
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Supporting Character:

Host: Thanks for the question, caller. Now, is there anything that you're excited or 
nervous about for the upcoming adventures you face?

Supporting Character:

Host: Well, we wish you all the best of luck in supporting the main character, and 
we look forward to hearing how things pan out for you. One last question before we 
bring in the villain for an interview. Let's pretend you had to choose between eating 
pizza for the rest of your life, or ice cream. Which would you choose?

Supporting Character:
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Host: Wow! That's a bold choice! Thank you so much for your time. We hope you'll 
join us again soon. Up next: the dangerous, the scheming, the evil villain right here on 
our show! Don't go away!

Okay, now it's time to put on your most wicked outfit to think like your 
villain, to plan evil plans like your villain, and to be the most monstrous 
villain you can be! Get out your villain hat or cape or villain disco pants, 
and get ready to be interviewed!

VILLAIN INTERVIEW

Host: Hi,                                     , and welcome to the show! How did you become
                
so villainous? Have you always been this way?

Villain:
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Host: Wow! You're very villainous indeed! We've just spoken to the main character 
and the supporting character, and they've told us a little about how you are trying to 
stand in their way. Would you like to give your side of the story?

Villain:

Host: Fascinating. Why are you and the main character enemies? What happened? 
Were you ever friends?

Villain:

Host: Very interesting! Could you take a moment and tell the studio audience about 
your three biggest wishes in the world?

Villain:
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Host: Wow, you really are a villain, in every way. Well, we can't say we wish you luck, 
but we do look forward to hearing how things turn out. We hope you'll come back 
again and join us when November is over.  Oh, before you go, a question that's on 
everyone's minds: How much do you love kittens? A little bit, a whole lot, or not at 
all?

Villain:

Host: Yes, I thought you might say that. Well, thank you for your time. It's been really 
great having all three characters on the show. And to all our audience members out 
there in TV land, we hope you'll join us tomorrow, when I'll be wrestling an alligator, 
blind-folded. See you soon!
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Lists! Lists! Lists!
Here's a cool activity to boost your word count—make a list or two! Lists are great, 
because they're a good way to give your brain a little break from all that noveling, 
and they also let you get to know your characters in ways you didn't think of before. 
After you make a list about a character, you just take the things in your list, put it 
paragraph form, and, just like that, you've added some awesome details to your novel. 
And added to your word count! 

A LIST OF THINGS MY MAIN CHARACTER LIKES TO DO ON 
SATURDAYS:

1. Eat strawberry pie

2. Watch re-runs of cartoons

3. Go on bike rides

4. Buy lemonade from the kid down the block

5. Practice the banjo

6. Eat more strawberry pie

7. Take the dog on a walk to the park

And now, in paragraph form: 
Larry loved Saturdays! They were a great chance for him to 
relax and do all the things he didn't get time for during the 
week. Every Saturday morning, Larry woke up early and ate 
some strawberry pie. Then, he watched some re-runs of old 
cartoons, then took a bike ride, and, while he was out, he bought 
some lemonade from the kid down the block. He came home 
to practice his banjo, then he ate more strawberry pie before 
taking the dog on a walk to the park. Nothing compared to a 
Saturday for Larry.

All right, now it's your turn! Fill out the lists below about your characters. After you 
finish a list, you can write it into your novel in paragraph form:
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1. Things underneath my main character’s bed

2. What my main character likes to do on the weekend
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3. Things my main character collects

4. Things in my villain’s refrigerator
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5. Things my villain likes to do on the weekend

6. Things hanging on my villain’s bedroom wall

If you get stuck at all during NaNoWriMo, just come back to these lists. You can 
do them all at once or one at a time. After you fill one out, remember that you can 
rewrite it into your novel in paragraph form. 



Your Inner Editor’s Revision Checklist
NaNoWriMo is over! Can you believe it? Well, it doesn’t have to be totally over. 
If you like the book you wrote last month, and you want to make it even better, 
you can revise it. Revise is just a fancy word for making your novel even better by 
correcting things like spelling and punctuation. You can also add details when you 
revise, and make your plot even more exciting! 

But before you start revising your novel, you’ll need to go get 
your Inner Editor from the secret, faraway place where you hid 
him a month ago. Once you have him, paste him in the space 
below:

Inner Editor: (Brushing off the dust from his sleeves) Hrmf! 
Thank you for bringing me back! It looks like you just wrote an 
entire novel without my help. Though I am a little mad about 
being ignored for 30 days, I guess I understand that I would 
have made writing a whole book in a month really hard.

You: Thanks for understanding! I had a lot of fun without you, 
but I am ready to revise my novel (and I have a few spelling 
tests coming up), so I thought I would bring you back out to 
help me get started on rewriting my story.
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Inner Editor: (picking up your novel and beginning to read) 
Well, let me see here. Wow, this novel is really good. That is 
impossible! Did you borrow some else’s Inner Editor last month!

You: Nope. I did all on my own.

Inner Editor: I can’t believe it. You’ve written a great novel. Of 
course, there are a few things you should look out for while 
you revise, and I can help with that. Check out my Revision 
Checklist. It will help you make your “great” novel a “super, 
incredible, page-turning novel that is free of spelling and 
grammar mistakes.” Before you finish the final draft of your 
novel, make sure that all of the things below are true. 
 

Inner Editor Revision Checklist

  The beginning of my novel is exciting!

  My plot includes a beginning, a middle, and an end.

  My characters are interesting.

  I used lots of details in my novel.

  None of my dialogue is “boring.”

  My setting is described clearly.

  All the words in my novel are spelled correctly.

  I used punctuation correctly.

  I capitalized all the right words.

After you check off all of the following, and you feel good about your book, go to 
the “I Wrote a Novel! Now What?” page on the NaNoWriMo YWP site (http://ywp.
nanowrimo.org) to see if there are any contests you can send your novel to! 
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