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Antagonist Lists 

Things in your antagonist’s closet Things your antagonist collects 

Things your antagonist carries in his/her 
pockets or bag

Jobs your antagonist had before ending 
up in your novel 



82

Bonus Exercise
If you like lists and you finish with these, come up with your own list of lists. Anytime 
you get stuck during NaNoWriMo, take out your list of lists and get writing. A list 
prompt like “Things my protagonist wants to eat this very moment” may help you get 
out of a rut and get your story moving again. . . to the taco truck!  



Your Inner Editor’s Revision Checklist
NaNoWriMo is over, but that does not mean you have to stop working on your novel. The 
hard part is over. You won that staring contest with the blank page and now you have 
a beautifully flawed first draft. I bet, as you reread your novel for the first time, you’ll be 
surprised at how not-so-horrible your book actually is.  If you like the novel you wrote last 
month, and you want to make it even better, you'll have to revise it

Before you start revising your novel, though, you’ll need to invite your Inner Editor back 
into your life. I know you may not want to, but in order to make that novel you just wrote a 
superb, page-turning novel that is free of spelling and grammar mistakes, you’re going to 
need its help. Just know that you can put him or her away anytime you need to open your 
imagination again and write creatively.  

Below is a checklist that will come in really handy as you revise. Make sure all of the 
following are true in your final draft: 

  The beginning of my novel is exciting!

  My plot includes a beginning, a middle, and an end.

  My characters are interesting.

  I used lots of details in my novel.

  None of my dialogue is “boring.”

  My setting is described clearly.

  All the words in my novel are spelled correctly.

  I used punctuation correctly.

  I capitalized all the right words.

After you check off all of the following, and you feel confident about your manuscript, take 
a look at the “I Wrote a Novel! Now What?” page the NaNoWriMo YWP site (http://ywp.
nanowrimo.org) to see if there are any contests you can send your novel to! 
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